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Sunday Worship
Traditional Worship Service: 8:30 am
Sunday School for all ages: 9:40 am
Contemporary Worship Service: 10:45 am
Listen to “A Place of Grace”
every Sunday at 11:00 AM on 560 WFIL.
FIRST CHURCH WINDOWS is published by:
The First United Methodist Church
201 Dayton Avenue, Collingswood, NJ 08108
Phone: (856)858-1186
Fax: (856)858-1775
E-mail: info@fumccollingswood.org
Church Staff
Pastor Sam Mountain, Senior Pastor
(pastorsam@fumccollingswood.org)

Shawn Zook, Youth Director
(shawn@fumccollingswood.org)

Maria Gianfrancesco, Secretary
(maria@fumccollingswood.org)

Will Walker, Organist
(will@fumccollingswood.org)

Monday: 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
(Closed for lunch 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm)

FIRST CHURCH WINDOWS is online at
www.fumccollingswood.org and is available via
e-mail. Send an e-mail to
ewindows@fumccollingswood.org to subscribe.
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I can do
all things
through Christ
who gives
me strength.
Philippians 4:13

As I focus on the spring time, as things are growing and
blossoming, I am grateful for the seasons of the year and how each
season can bring something new and different and exciting. As I
watch my grandson explore his world with wonderment and desire
to understand what lies ahead each day, this causes me to take a
greater pause and reflect upon the wonderment of Easter.
The Easter difference as we share about on Palm Sunday
and Easter Sunday is about the amazing love that was demonstrated
on the cross and in the resurrection for you and me! What an
amazing difference, Jesus has modeled for us to live for a cause
greater than ourselves.
Like the song writer penned “Amazing love how can it be
that thou my God should die for me.” And because of that amazing
love, there is a hope and strength that helps us to love God and
others no matter what comes our way. One of my life verses is
found in a letter apostle Paul, while still in prison penned to the
church in Philippi to encourage them in the difference Jesus Christ
can make in their lives. The verse is simply this, “I can do all things
through Christ who gives me strength.” - Philippians 4:13
Last week, I was reading one on my daily devotion writers,
Os Hillman. He wrote a powerful piece about living our lives with
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the Easter difference “for a cause greater than ourselves” may the
Lord encourage you as you read these words. May we continue to
draw closer to God as we reflect upon this great challenge.
In the thirteenth century a man named William Wallace
became the instrument of freedom from England’s tyranny
over Scotland. A very wicked king ruled England. A
tragedy in the life of William Wallace launched him into
living for this cause. Initially his cause was revenge, but
soon his cause turned to something bigger than himself freedom for a nation. When he challenged the commoners to
fight for this freedom, they responded that the enemy was too
great and that they might die on the battlefield. They also
refused to fight for the nobles, the knights and leaders who
had a vested interest in gaining more land for themselves
versus a pure cause of freedom. Wallace’s response: “Yes,
we might die. We will all die sooner or later. But we will die
for a cause worth dying for. So that our children and their
children might live in freedom.” This story was popularized
in the movie Braveheart (Sherman Oaks, California:
Paramount Pictures, 1995).
Today, we find many Christian believers living a status quo
relationship with God that is characterized more as “business as
usual” than a life demonstrating God’s power. Our focus is often
more concerned with improving our standard of living than
improving the Kingdom of God through our circle of influence.
While this takes place, millions upon millions die without the saving
grace of Christ. Many other Christians die never experiencing the
freedom in Christ that His blood paid for. God has called each of us
to live for a cause greater than ourselves - a life that is dependent on
His grace and power to achieve things we never thought possible
through our lives. This is His plan for your life. The apostle Paul
prayed that He might experience the power of the resurrection in his
life. This power is available to you and me to live for a cause
greater than ourselves. Ask God what He wants to achieve through
your life today. And consider yourself dead already to the
consequences of what that might mean for you.
In His Grace and Love,
Pastor Sam
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
(2013 – 2014 Academic Year)
All applicants must submit a completed application and written
essay.
You may download the PDF form from the FUMC website
or you may pick up a printed version in the church office.
Directions for completion of the application are included.
First-time applicants must submit references.
Repeat applicants do not need references.
All applications and supporting information are due
to the church office no later than Sunday, April 28th.
They may be mailed, hand-delivered, or e-mailed to
maria@fumccollingswood.org.
Scholarships will be awarded on
Student Recognition Sunday, June 9th, 2012.

FELLOWSHIP HOUSE
Thank you for your generous supply of
socks. The sock drive is over and we
are now collecting the following items:
toiletries, cosmetics, combs and brushes for the
Women's Ministry of Fellowship House. Items can be
placed in the basket on the platform in the sanctuary.
THE COLLINGSWOOD FOOD PANTRY is
in a continuous need for donations. Please bring
your nonperishable items to the church and place
them in the baskets in the parlor and/or the
boardroom.
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April Showers
With the arrival of Spring, comes a very special event for
the Residents of Collingswood Manor! On Tuesday, April 9th, they
will have the opportunity to choose from a large variety of items
donated by members of local Methodist churches. Just imagine a
day of shopping - for free! The event is sponsored and assembled by
the members of the Manor Auxiliary. Each Resident is given a
shopping bag to fill with their choice of items such as toiletry
products, note paper, puzzle books, paper products, laundry
products and more. Please, no sample sizes (although if you have
these, they will be donated ministries in Camden.) Please see lists of
suggested items below. Thank you for your help in brightening the
lives of our friends in Collingswood Manor.
Kitchen
dish cloths
tea towels
dish soap
sponge
laundry soap (small)
paper towels
Zip Lock sandwich bags
Misc
hand towels
note paper
greeting cards
comb/brush
Kleenex
napkins
bobby pins
needle/thread
pens/pencils
puzzle books
safety pins
scotch tape
knee highs/socks

Bathroom
large bars of soap (not hotel size)
shampoo
Soft soap
hand lotion
face cream
powder, dusting or baby
baby oil
Vaseline
cotton balls
dental floss
toothbrush/paste
wash cloths
shower cap
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Neighborhood Center Centennial Celebration
Please join your Neighborhood Center in celebrating
100 years of ministry serving the people of Camden in the
name of Jesus. As we remember a rich history, plans are
underway to improve and update existing services and provide
much needed new ministries.
In celebration of this milestone, two main events are
being planned. On May 11, a Gala will be held at Tavistock
Country Club. On May 18, a luncheon celebration will be held
at Haddonfield UMC. Please save the date to attend one of
these events. More info will follow in the near future.
Thank you for your continued support of this vital ministry.
Sharyn Bailey, N. Center Board of Directors

LIFE GROUPS
A Place Where LIFE Happens
You’ve been coming to church. Maybe you even serve.
You sit in a pew each week but you’re ready for more. You want to
grow spiritually or want to connect relationally. Both are God’s
ideas. Groups of 8-12 adults meet in someone's home to build
relationships through conversation and fun, to explore how to live
out Biblical truth, to get to know each other on a deeper level and to
support each other in prayer. It’s about practicing truth and love in
relationships. It’s difficult to grow spiritually if you don’t connect
relationally.
There are five new Life Groups starting up in April, most of
which are meeting on Sunday evenings. Child care will be
organized by individual groups. The leaders are eager to get started!
Some are in Collingswood, one is in Deptford. If you are an adult
(man, woman, single or married) and are interested in a Life Group
but have more questions, please e-mail or call Janice Bittle. Life
Groups are simply about walking through life together.
Life is better connected!
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June 24 - June 28
This year’s program is SonWest Roundup,
a week of fun in the Son! As they participate
in fun filled activities, children will find ultimate
truth in Jesus! We will have a great time with
lively songs, hilarious skits, creative
crafts, exciting games, Bible stores and
tasty snacks - all of the things that make
Vacation Bible School so much fun for children.
SonWest Roundup can be an inspirational
and educational experience for your entire
family. Classes for children begin
Monday, June 24th - 9:30 am -12:30 pm
and parents are invited to join in
Friday, June 28th and Sunday, June 30th.
(More info to follow.)
Call us today at 856-858-1186 for registration
information. Bring this flyer with you to our
registration booth and receive a prize! Plan now to
join us for a great time at SonWest Roundup!
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This is a youth ministry for people in grades 6-12, and
everyone is welcome! There are three main times that we
meet (as follows), as well as other extra special events
throughout the month (see below.) But one thing is certain
– we are never stagnant, because God is always moving!!
the ryver (Sunday night, 6:00 - 8:00 pm)
If you’re new, this is the best place to start! We have a
ton of fun through interactive games, connect with God
through worshipful music, and our lives are changed
through our talks about God, the Bible, and life - both in
large and small group settings.
the ryver wide (Wednesday night, 6:45 - 8:00 pm)
These nights have a very laid-back atmosphere, which
allows us to care for each other and talk about the things
that are most important to you. What matters to you?
Bring it - the conversation table is wide open!
the ryver deep (Sunday morning, 9:30 - 10:30 am)
Essential for those who really want to grow in their faith!
This is where we really dig deeper into the Bible and
learn how to live as followers of Jesus, as well as get
involved with the whole church family
COMING EVENTS
Saturate Team – Wednesday 4/10 – 5:45 pm
Our 3rd meeting – what’s God putting on your heart?
Keep seeking Him and let Him lead you.
Neighborhood Center
Saturday 4/13 – 9:30 am to 2:30 pm
Be part of a team of people that will
be serving lunch at the Neighborhood
Center today.
We’ll be helping to
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prepare and serve the meal and more importantly, to
show the love of Jesus to members of their community in
South Camden. You will be stretched, strengthened and
used by God through this!
THE STORY registration is due Wednesday 4/24!
(Trip dates: July 20-26)
Ever wonder what Noah has to do with Moses? Or what
King David has to do with Joseph & Mary? Or what
Adam & Eve have to do with
Abraham & Jesus and Peter and
YOU?
This trip is for people
currently in grades 8-12, to help you
connect the dots of all the different
Bible stories & books, and to see
that really there is one continuous
story that God is writing from the
beginning to the end of time that
involves you & I – and it’s all about
restoring what is broken!
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April
Sunday

Monday
1
7:00 PM SPR

Tuesday

Wedne

2
HVMI - Parlor
9:15 AM Smooth Stones
Bible Study
9:30 AM Followers Bible
Study

3
6:45 PM Maste
(Jesus) Crew M
6:45 PM The ry
grades 6-12

7
8
8:30 AM Traditional Worship 7:00 PM Church Council
Service
9:40 AM Classes for all ages
10:45 AM Contemporary
Worship Service
6:00 PM The ryver - grades
6-12

9
9:15 AM Smooth Stones
Bible Study
9:30 AM Followers Bible
Study

10
6:45 PM Maste
(Jesus) Crew M
6:45 PM The ry
grades 6-12
6:45 PM WNR
7:00 PM Wome
Study

14
15
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
Service
9:40 AM Classes for all ages
10:45 AM Contemporary
Worship Service
6:00 PM The ryver - grades
6-12

16
9:15 AM Smooth Stones
Bible Study
9:30 AM Followers Bible
Study

17
6:45 PM Maste
(Jesus) Crew M
6:45 PM The ry
grades 6-12
6:45 PM WNR
7:00 PM Wome
Study

21
22
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
Service
9:40 AM Classes for all ages
10:45 AM Contemporary
Worship Service
6:00 PM The ryver - grades
6-12

23
9:15 AM Smooth Stones
Bible Study
9:30 AM Followers Bible
Study

24
6:45 PM Maste
(Jesus) Crew M
6:45 PM The ry
grades 6-12
6:45 PM WNR
7:00 PM Wome
Study

28
29
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
Service
9:40 AM Classes for all ages
10:45 AM Contemporary
Worship Service
6:00 PM The ryver - grades
6-12

30
9:15 AM Smooth Stones
Bible Study
9:30 AM Followers Bible
Study
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Bob and Barbara Alber
First times for us:
Bob has been to Jamaica so many times it just SEEMS like
the rest of us have been there, too, but this will actually be the first
time Barbara will be serving on a mission trip there. She is excited
to have this opportunity to really get to know her “extended family.”
Please pray for her stamina during the hot, humid days and that the
Lord would use her to be a blessing to His people.
Mark, age 12, will be a great part of the team as he
befriends the many children who crowd around the work sites. Mark
is a hard worker, too, who follows directions well and will get a
tremendous sense of accomplishment from seeing peoples' homes
and their lives being transformed. We are looking forward to this
being a growing experience for Mark as he learns to conquer his
fears about trying new foods and being in a new culture.
Robbie, age 16, will be returning for his third time to
Jamaica and is looking forward to renewing the friendships he made.
Many of the fears he had before going last June have been replaced
with anticipation for seeing what God is going to do THIS time, after
witnessing the great miracles He performed in so many lives before.
Bob and Robbie will be travelling from July 14-29. Bob
longs to return to water the garden God has planted there in Flankers
and the surrounding area. Please pray for him as he leads the trip
and for his health as well. Pray also that the Lord would bring
together a team of people who sincerely desire to serve Him and the
people of Jamaica.
Larry and Fay Buckman
God has been so good to us in sparing Fay from any heart
damage and allowing us to be home this Christmas. We spent
Thanksgiving with Nathan and Janelle in Colorado Springs and then
Christmas here with Ben and Kristiana in Lakeland, FL. Ashlee
continues to improve as she adjusts to special foods and new
treatments. But her liver is in great shape as we continue to pray for
total healing. Fay and I felt like we were in the land of the giants
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being with our grandkids. These have been four trying years for
them, but God has delivered them during this financial depression.
They are stronger spiritually and united as one family unit. The kids
love the church youth programs and being with friends. Nate is busy
cleaning snow off the city parking lots while traveling about 500
miles a day as an insurance adjuster for wrecked vehicles. His
business is really picking up this time of year. Janelle has started her
own business representing a wellness company for homes and
families. This business was born out of finding solutions for
Ashlee's allergies to oil products and chemicals.
Back in Lakeland, we are spoiled with Ben's family. We
can see them any time we want and Fay has regular pickups for
school.
Christmas was very special watching how God is
developing each child in a different way. Ben is still counseling in
Tampa at a foundation for low-income families. Kristiana is home
schooling Oliver, who is six, while keeping an eye on 3 very active
children. We get tired just watching the parents stay one step ahead
of each activity. Last night Julia, crawling and standing alone at 10
months, was into the dog food. Could have been worse. Oh yes, the
dog is Willow the Great Dane.
This Christmas was different living outside the tribe. Many
of you sent us Christmas cards, others called, and some even visited
us. A few more are threatening to come see us next year. I’ll try to
be home, but Fay will be here. We thank God for each of you and
the way God has used you to advance the Kingdom among the
nations. The Second Coming of Jesus is so close yet so many tribes
have never heard. Pray for God to call more sowers into the fields
and open more doors.
Neil and Wannee Thompson
We returned home from our trip and within two days the
shock of darkness and evil struck in Connecticut. It hit much closer
to home and became personal when we learned that 6 year old
Charlotte Bacon was murdered. Charlotte, is the grand daughter of
Dan (and Lindie) Bacon, a former OMF-US National Director. Our
hearts break even as we try to comfort them, Charlotte's parents, Joel
and Jojo and her 9 year old brother, Guy. I know you are praying for
all those affected by this tragedy. Thank you.
Wannee and I had a wonderful trip - which has become
something of a tradition. The big change this year is that we
(Continued on page 16)
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(Missionary Messages - Continued from page 15)

couldn’t spend time with Uncle Dick at his home. But within 2
hours of landing, we met with Rick and Arlene and Tom at Uncle
Dick's nursing home - to wish him a happy 90th birthday. His stroke
has left him severely debilitated: very limited speech and completely
paralyzed right side. Earlier the same day, Rick (after 7 months of
delays!!) was granted guardianship for our uncle. He can now begin
the lengthy process of getting his affairs in order, paying his bills
and the like. Thank you for your prayers for Uncle Dick.
David and Andrea Brunner, Jr.
The month of February brings much snow to certain parts of
southeast Idaho and is for us a month of birthdays. With Andrea’s
birthday and several family members also, we have much to
remember during the month of February. This year, we also had two
different things go very wrong with our computer and threw off a
couple of weeks of work. Both issues had a big affect on our
internet abilities and availability. The computer seems to be
working correctly for now.
We have had a big turn in events as far as housing. Our
house was shown on the 22nd of February and as of February 27,
2013, we are under a contract. Now, we have to locate a house in
the Blackfoot area. This week, the first week of March, we are
heading up on Wednesday and staying overnight so that we can
adequately look at a few houses available. We ask for God’s
blessing and guidance in this endeavor.
We are looking with eagerness and yet with a bit of
tenderness as we consider moving. We have served in the southeast
corner of Idaho in two different areas (When we first moved out
here with Biblical Ministries Worldwide, BMW, we served in
Blackfoot, then with the ministry in Richfield, Utah, and most
recently in Montpelier, Idaho.) We are again serving in the area of
Blackfoot, ID with the mission church of BMW. For those of you
that have followed our ministry, this is history with which you are
familiar.
One of the biggest things we are learning again in a practical
way is that what we own, where we live, and our physical lives
change. Only what is done for the Lord will last. We love the
people here in Montpelier. We enjoy the area, both the scenery and
the activities especially throughout the summer. We hold on to dear
memories of this area in the Bear Lake Valley. Our boys grew up
- 16-

here, especially the younger ones, and one (Philip) went to be with
the Lord here. As we move on, we ask the Lord that what we’ve
done in this area was recognized that is was for the Lord and that the
ministries that follow us (the Russell family has been here for over a
year now) may bring many to the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Curt and Carol Detwiler
Hello to each one of you who are reading this! We are
counting on you to read/share/and pray for these prayer requests
before our Father in heaven! Thank you in advance.
1.
Christian Bookstores Raided, Church Buildings Demolished,
Church Leader Beaten in Sudan: Perhaps you are aware that the
country of Sudan has been split in two, and the country of “South
Sudan” is mostly Christian people, while “Sudan” is almost totally
Muslim. The northern country is trying to get rid of any traces of
Christianity, by doing things like raiding, demolishing, deporting
Christians, and beating Christian leaders. Meanwhile, in “South
Sudan”, from the official government web-site…
Trans World Radio to set up South Sudan network soon
JUBA, 14 February 2013 (NASS) – Trans World Radio
network (TWR) is set to establish its radio network soon in
South Sudan as the necessary arrangement with the
government is completed.
Although the station will be in the southern part, you can
count on the fact that we will do our best to make sure that Sudan
will also be able to pick up the programs! Please pray as we begin
planning to make this potential a reality!
2.
Thanks in part to your prayers last October; a Wheaton
student will be coming to work in the TWR Finance department for
an internship this summer! This is a breakthrough, as finding people
with training in accounting and business is very difficult. Please
pray for this fellow as he raises the needed support for his weeks
with us in Cary this summer.
3.
The plans for Curt’s work this year are very “ambitious,” or
you could say “demanding.” We have added an additional audit to
the plan for the Asia region. That will be in Singapore, and Baguio
Philippines. It is scheduled for April 18th until April 30th. Please
pray as Curt plans all of the details and objectives for these two
important cities in TWR’s world.
Thanks to each one of you for remembering our requests in
your prayers.
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Angels are only servants.
They are spirits sent
from God to those who
will receive salvation.
Hebrews 1-1:14
Have you ever felt that an angel was watching over you? I
had that feeling during my recent illness and it prompted me to write
about angels in this issue.
The verse above tells us that angels are sent from God and I
believe that with my whole heart. I pray that you do, also. Angels
are mentioned many times in the Bible: Psalm 103:21, Psalm 128:2,
Daniel 6:22 and Luke 20:36 just to mention a few. You will be
blessed if you look up and read those verses.
However, angels are no substitute for God’s presence in our
lives. Only God can solve our problems and only God can save us
from sin. Angels praise and serve God but they cannot do Godly
things. So let us put angels in their proper place, with God showing
them the way.
That brings me back to what I wrote in the beginning of this
letter, that I felt as though an angel was watching over me. But that
angel was sent by God and my healing came directly from Him and
I thank Him.
There are many of our church prayer list who need God’s
help right now. Their names are as follows:
Susan Pulley, Tom Costello, Rick Williams, Jay Latch, Patty
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Donnelly, Karen & Rich Snyder, Nancy Tirpack, Ruth
Doherty, Matt Robb, Lew & Mildred Smith, Christine Fink,
Florence Keller, Caroline Gerelus, Evelyn Hales, Karl
Abraham, Barbara Edelman, Joan Smith.
Pray for them and keep them in your thoughts always.
And now as I close this letter let us remember the angel in
Luke 2:9-14, who told the shepherds about the birth of Jesus our
Saviour. That angel gave the message that changed the world. We
thank God for angels.
Love from your prayer partner,
Betty Stoms
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Birthdays
April 2

Heather (McGaurn) Chamberlain

April 4

Lisa Santulli

April 6

Bernard Beals
Debbie Cherry
Bud Shropshire

April 7

Ken Steward, Jr.

April 9

Gregory McGaurn

April 10

Marion Shallcross

April 11

Suzanne Hoover

April 13

Bert Stevens

April 15

Adrianna Adams
Cindy VanPelt

April 18

Bill Bittle

April 25

Michael D Hoover

April 27

Mark Burgoon
Anniversaries

April 5

Tom and Cheryl Averell

April 20

Ken and Margie Underwood

April 23

Douglas and Julia Schmitt

April 25

Bill and Marion Wertz

If you have not already done so, please give your dates
(birth dates and anniversary dates) to the church office
in writing or by e-mail: maria@fumccollingswood.org.
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What
Pharisee
enthusiastically supported the
stoning of Stephen, a follower of
Christ?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Pontius Pilate
Levi
Saul (later called Paul)
King Herod
Answer: C (See Acts 7:59–8:1.)

The Victor’s Cross
Also called the conqueror’s
cross, the victor’s cross is
composed of the Greek cross,
recognized by its four equal arms,
adorned with Greek letters in each
quadrant. The top left letters stand
for “Jesus” and the top right, for
“Christ” (the horizontal lines above
them indicate they’re
abbreviations.) The four letters
across
the
bottom spell
the
Greek
word
for
“conqueror.”
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